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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 May 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the facing part" in line 4. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Magnusson 
(US 4,449,261). Magnusson shows a sectional mattress assembly 10 that broadly comprises a 
rectangular frame section 14, a removable pillow top 36, and a cavity portion that receives at 
least one mattress core 42. The frame section 14 extends around the periphery of the mattress 
and is formed by two rows of pocketed coil springs 26, an outer side 16, a top portion 1 8, a 
bottom 20, and an upholstery cover 22. A zipper 30 extends around the frame and is used to 
attach the pillow top 36. The mattress core section is formed in any well known conventional 
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manner, and can be formed from pocketed coil springs 58 as shown in Figure 7. Multiple 
mattress cores of differing firmnesses and resilience can also be used, as is shown in Figures 8- 
10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Magnusson (US 
4,449,261). Magnusson uses a zipper fastener 30 as a means for attaching the pillow top 36 to 
the mattress frame. It is notoriously well known in the art to use a hook and loop fastener as a 
substitute or equivalent fastener for a zipper fastener, because of this it would have been obvious 
to the skilled artisan to have replaced the zipper fastener 30 used in Magnusson with a hook and 
loop fastener. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kao (US 6,370,717), Cavazos (US 5,471,688), Strell (US 5,432,964), Cavazos (US 
6,233,760), and Gladney (US 3,950,800) show modular mattress assemblies which are of 
particular interest. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Trettel whose telephone number is (571) 272-7052. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday from 7.30 am to 
5.00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Engle, can be reached on (571) 272-6660. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 

• Michael Trettel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3673 



